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A Market Scene in Germany 


For the first time since the end of the war, European 
city markets are well supplied with farm products 


(Photo by courtesy of Nathan Koenig 
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World Map—International Trade in 
Grains and Soybeans, 1947-48 

More than 80 percent of the grains and soybeans 
moving in international trade in 1947-48 came from 
the Western Hemisphere. United States shipments 


accounted for more than 60 percent oft this volume. 
NEWS NOTES 
Mr. Hepler Visited Nicaragua 

IV. Hepler, Head, Extension and Training Divi- 
sion, Technical Collaboration Branch, OF AR, spent 
part of November and December in Nicaragua. He 
visited the cooperative station at El Recreo. which is 


Working through the United 


States Embassy. he also conferred with Nicaraguan 


in eastern Nicaragua 


Government oflicials on the technical collaboration 


program. Considerable interest was indicated 
extension of this program to western are: 


COUNTS 


International Wheat Conference 
Meeting in Washington 


A number of wheat producing and consuming 


tions are meeting in Washington to undertake ret 
SIXIV- 


tiating an International Wheat Agreement 


two countries were invited to attend the sessions, 
which began January 


Mr. Akers Back From Fats and Oils Survey 
Howard <A thers, PMA Marketing Specialist, re- 


turned to Washington late in 1948 from a -month 
trip through much of Europe and most of Africa He 


made a survey 


. under the provisions of the Research 
and Marketing Act. of the market outlook for United 


States fats and oils 


TCB Official Returns From South America 
Dr. R Ee. Aloore. Chiet. Technical 


Branch, OF AR, has just returned from an 8-week trip 


to Brazil and Colombia In Brazil, he represented 


ollaboration 


the United States Department of Agriculture as an 
adviser at the Conference of Economic Counselors in 


X10 ce 


ivricultural stations in 


Moore conte rred 


with United States Embassy othicials and agricultural 


Janeiro and visited 
several states. In Colombia, Dr 
experts and with Colombian Government oflicials re- 
Agricultural Mission to Col- 


ombia and the program for exchange of students and 


garding the work of the 


professors. He also visited several agricultural insti- 
tutions. 
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1949 World Food Situation 


Most ol tables. 


it the 


the world’s dinnet 


present tume, are better sup- 


plied with food than at any other 


comparable period since the war. 
Europe's food produc tion is showing 


North Australia are 


unusually Some 


marked re 


continuing have 


VEN America and 


large Crops 


countries, particularly in Europe, have been able to 


remove controls from some essential foods and to 


liberalize the rationing of others The level of con- 


sumption in deticit-food-producing areas, however, 


is sll somewhat below prewar, and the quality of 


the diet Is also lowe! 
Lhe increase in food produc tion has not made the 


l he world’s 


world food situation entirely satisfactory 


* This 
/ , 
cultural 


OFAR,. 


a special report, HH 


Iihiece 


article ondensation of 


Rel 1 sO t port 


Western Europe: 1948 sugar-beet harvests were good. 
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population has increased by an estimated 10 percent 


since before the war so that today’s food production 


although approaching prewar levels — must be divided 
persons 


Also, the 
| 


or less of a hand-to-mouth basis, 


among more world ts living on 


nore and most areas 


need to stock pile larger reserve supplies of food and 


feed Furthermore, as has been pointed out by the 


Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 


Nations, even restoration of per Capita food consullp- 


tion to prewar levels will not be suthcient-—for mal- 


nutrition was prevalent throughout the world even 


luring the be harvest vears before the war 


Unusually favorable weather in nearly all important 


food-produc Ing Countries Was an lnportant factor in 


he large food and feed crops harvested in } 


Production of major od products during the year 


il to 


7 7 , ' 
Hout oO percent pWoove ] + . and about equ 


| without 


prewar average in terms of calories 


changes in ext otner 


wing tor 


The world has recovered from wartime sugar shortages. 


efforts to utilize the food supply more ethciently 
Many countries are using a larger proportion of the 
potato crop as food and are using higher extraction 
rates for cereals Also. larger quantities of Coarse 
being used in flour o1 


grains are as foods in other 


forms, and there has been a marked increase in the 


production of foods tor which world estimates are 
not available, such as sweetpotatoes, Cassava, 

plantains Paking all factors into account, however, 
the per capita world food supply is still somewhat 


below prewar. 


TABLI Wo 
1935 


The world’s future food supply will be influenced 
by several important factors. Continuation of favor- 
able weather. of Course. is vital to good produc tlon 
The degree ol recovery ol produc tion In War-torn and 
countries will be of further 


polite ally unstable 


There is great need for building up 
stocks of food and feed for nations to fall back on in 


conseq uene _- 


years of poor harvest Also important is the trade 
aspect food-importing nations have need to build 
up their export trade in order to finance larger pur- 
chases of food from surplus-producing countries, which 
in a few instances are redue Inv produc tron because 
they lack adequate export outlet 

\t this date, the world’s prospec ts for winter crops 


for harvest in 1949 appear for the greater part to be 


favorable. Except for deficit snowfall in some parts 
of the USSR, as well as some local moisture defici- 
Cncies elsewhere, Norther He misphere ‘ onditions 

though probably not as good as a vear ago-—are now 


\creage in- 


creases are expect " rope nad 1 the USSR 


generally favorable n crops 


Another large winter wheat crop is in prospect in 
the United States. Some of the lands in India and 
Pakistan that could not be planted last summer be- 
cause ol floods are reported to be planted to Wintel 


Crops, and above-average acre ages ire expected 
Many countries have reported ilso, that favorable 
conditions in the fall enabled their farmers to prepare 
an unusually large proportion of nd for spring 
crops 


urope’s total food product 


and the first half of 1949 is expected to be 


to 20 percent larger than during the preceding 
months, and within 3 percent of prewar The sharp 


Increase In Yvralin output has permitted In wnprove- 


; 
ment in the quality as well as the quantity of bread 


supplies, but flour-extracuion rates are sull above t 
prewat level and in a few areas the admixture of 
coarse grains remains heavy. Supplies of meats and 
fats continue much below prewar 

Far Eastern COUNTLrIeS have Ith 1c TTLic hi less progress 
In expanding food produce Lion, ind tot il supplies are 
only a littl larger than they were a vear ago. Fur- 
thermore, the food situation has been complicated by 
inflation and by political and military conflicts, mak- 
ing it hard both to get good domestt distribution ol 
food and to bring in grains from surplus-producing 
areas The Far East continues to have a large deficit 
in its own production of food \lthough it is increas- 
Ing 1ts exportable supplies ol rice, vegetable oil prod- 
ucts, and sugar, which comprised its principal prewat 
exports, these are sull less than half the prewal vol- 
ume. Adding to the unbalance, the Far East is hav- 
ing to import far more cereals and cereal products 


than before the war Some further increase 1n- pro- 


duction ol exportable products appears likely, Dut 
with the uncertain political future in many countries 


Meanwhile, be- 


cause of the rapidly increasing population, imports of 


no material increase can be forsee 


cereals are likely to increase if sutty ient CXC hang can 
« obtained for their purchase 

In most other areas of the world, food consumption 
continues at a high level, but some of the COUNnTTrIeS 
which have used up their foreign exchange accumu- 
lated during the war find it difficult to keep up the 
high levels of consumption at current high prices 

World production ol most mayor tood products Il 


1948 maintained the upward trend of postwar vears, 


and production of a few commodities exceeded the 


prewal average Lhe whe it Crop Was ibout + Per- 
above average, thank vorable weather in 


Rye production still is somewhat below 


total suppl { | id grains is 
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above prewar average and appears about equal to 


eflective demand The rice crop is 3 percent above 


that of 1948 and only 2 percent below prewar, but 
inflation and political uncertainties are retarding its 


complete recovery in many Far Eastern countries 


Raw sugar production of 37.7 million tons is about 3 
million tons above prewar average, and some piling up 


of stocks may take place during 1949 Supplies ol fats 


and oils also are increasing gradually, but the quan- 
tities available for international trade still are only 


about 60° percent of prewar. Supplies of edible 


vegetable oils have Deen reased by lareer crops ol 


cottonseed, sovbeans. and peanuts 


Some imncrease in 
animal fats is expected in 1949 as the expansion of 
dairy products and hog numbers gets uncer way as a 


result: of increased feed supplies. Supplies of most 
fruits are somewhat below 1948, but with the exception 
of apples are at or above the prewar average and citrus 
fruit production may set a new record in 1948-49 
Meat production still is somewhat below prewar and 
1S temporarily retarded by the need for building up 
livestock herds. Milk production in principal pro- 


ducing areas is also gradually returning to prewat 
levels, but has been retarded by the shortage of feed 
and the high cost of labor 

Europe 


The favorable weather of 1948 was primarily re- 
sponsible lor Europe s increased production ol food 
and feed. Crops were larger in practically all coun- 
tries except those in the Mediterranean area Here, 
where the olive oil output is estimated at levels greatly 
below a vear ago, only Italy appears to have had a 
sizable net increase in total food production bor 
Europe as a whole, the energy value of home-grown 
food supplies in 1948-49 is expected to be from 1 

to 20 percent greater than in 1947-48 and within 

percent of an avera 


prewar veal However, a pro- 


duction index value would sull show a consicder- 
able drop compared with prewar because of the con- 
tinued deficit in the output of livestock products 
Poo, since population has increased, per capita pro- 
duction of food energy even in this favorable vear 


may not exceed 92 percent of the prewar average 
Included in the large increase in production were 
wheat potatoes, and = sugal 


all grains — especially 


beets As a result of the larger teed supplies, both 
domestic and imported, livestock herds are being re- 
built, and some increase in the output of milk, eges 
meat, and animal fats is already expected for 1948-49 


Potal fat production in 1948) 49, however, is unlikely 


Treated exclusive of the Soviet Union, 
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to be much larger than in the preceding year, because 
of the smaller olive oil crop 

With imports maintained at the 1948 level, total 
food supplies for consumption will show a substantial 
increase over the 1947-48 figure, particularly in 
central and eastern European countries 

The improved food and feed situation is reflected 
in a number of developments 


In Ih a 


duced, the bread and sugar rations were raised. and 


wheat and rve extraction rates were re- 


the feed supply increased 
In the United A ngdom, 


marmalade were derationed, and fat and sugar rations 


potatoes, bread, Jain, and 


have recently been increased. Bacon rations, how- 
ever, had to be temporarily reduced in November, 


but this reduction is to be made up by ext 


allow- 


ances of corned beef 


Rice and imported butter are the only food items 
sull rationed in Belgium, and the larger teed supplie 
both domestic and imported, will further help live- 
Sto k recovery 


Phe Netherland 


farinaceous foods, sugar and milk 


abandoned the rationing of bread, 


Extraction rates 


for flour, however, are beine laintained at 80 per- 


cent, compared with ‘a Ba) perce nt a vear ago 


In Svvtterland the last remaining products — bread- 


stuffs and fats vere derationed several months ago 


Extraction rates for wheat and rve flour were reduced 


to hal percent, irom &6O percent i vVear ago Except 


for meat and sugar, per capita Consumption is prac- 


ti illy at the prewal le vel 


In Denmark, 


iverage about 88 percent, as of a vear ago, but the ad- 


extraction rates for bread grains stull 


mixture of barley to wheat and rve flour was discon- 


tinued in September 1948 Nore hoped to abolish 


bread rationing, if at all possible, in January 1949 
Sweden has derauioned all breadstutfs, but the reduc- 


tion in extraction rates has only been slight for 1948 


9. Wheat and rye flour may still average at about 


S4¢ percent 


In Germany, average nonfarm consumption may be 
? 1 . . . 

estimated at 2,450 calories per person per day com- 

h ) 


pared with only a litthe more than 2,000 calories a 


vear ago This increase is due to larger bread, fat 


and sugar rations Potato consullption is also con- 
siderably above a vear ago, with potatoes derationed 
in October after an excellent harvest The situation 
is much the same, although on a somewhat lower 
leve l. in the ] ren h Zone ol occ upation It is ith ult 
to appraise the situation in the Soviet Zone although 
it seems that even there the level of nonfarm con- 
>] 


sumption may have reached the 2,300-calorie mark 


29 


Latin America: Corn harvests were excellent in South 
America as well as in North America in 1948 
The food situation and prospects for 
1948-49 are also considerably better than a vear ago 
Lhe most lnportant change in the rations was the in- 
to a 2,100-calorie normal consumer allowance 


in September 1948. Extraction rates have been 
reduced and are now at 85 percent for wheat and rye 
compared with 

In Crechoslovas 


ind meat were increased 


DO percent a year ago 


rations for bread. potatoes, fats, 


For foodstuffs as a whole. Poland this 
exporter, whereas last ve it Was a net Importer 
Consumption this vear in terms of calories should 
be up to the prewar level and still allow for substantial 
exports or for accumulation of stocks of grain and of 


sugal Poland now also exports some bacon and 


ham, poultry, and eggs 


Italy s consumption rate of al 2,200 calories pet 


} } ’ 
person per day, compared with a it 2.000 a vear 


ago, is mainly the result of larger supplies of bread in 


the free market. although there was an increase in the 


weekly sugar ration early this vear. Extraction rates 
lor whea ve now I i 1 to o0) percent from 
8) percen ! ! tS. and it has been decided that 
the admuxture of al erains tor bread will * dis- 
continued eneral im Vell } ! food situa- 
tion is also indicated op in retail 
prices of loodstutts 
Phere will be little 

food aveilabilits 
capita supplic ipproximi 
prewal 


Nevertheless, 


European countries during 1948-49 will come up to 


while tot energy intake in most 


Or near prewal le els. there remain serious defi- 


30 


ciencies in some areas — with respect to high-quality 


protein and fats. Germany and Austria have little 
more than half their prewar per capita supply of live- 
stock products, and Germany has less than half of its 
prewar fat supply 
PRODUCTION OUTLOOK Conditions for fall seeding 
have by and large been favorable Labor and draft 
power supplies are generally adequate, with tractors 
more numerous than a Vvear ago In most COUNTLTICS, 
supplies of commercial fertilizer appear to be well 
above the prewar average and generally better than 
in 1947. Mild weather and adequate rainfall facili- 
tated field operations and gave fall-sown grain a good 
start In most of western, northern, and central Europe 
and in Italy. Other parts of the continent are re- 
ported to have suffered from abnormally dry fall 
weather, but early winter rains relieved the drought 


How- 


remainder 


at least in the Iberian Peninsula and Greece 
ever, unless weather conditions during the 
of the present growing season are as unusually favor- 
able as they were in 1948, vields are not likely to 


reach the 1948 level 


Soviet Union 

The over-all crop situation in the Soviet Union, in 
1948, continued -its postw ir recovery, though weather 
conditions were not as favorable n 1947 Ration- 
ing of foodstutfs was formally abolished in December 
1947, coincidental with a drastic devaluation of the 
Soviet currency The food situation in Moscow and 
some other large ciuies improved nore than sc ason- 
ally during the second half of 1948, as compared with 
the severe stringency that had prevailed since the 
wal In some localities, however, the situation was 
much less satisfactory, but lack of relial information 
lor many important regions, especial 
stricken Volea area, precludes i ene! 
the ove r- ill Soviet food situation 


ea sown to winter grains re, wheat, ana 


1 


in the fall of 1948 was 6 mill 


) 
ion acres 


little arley 
percent laree than the winter-grain acreage sown 


in the fall of 1 Weather conditions were, on the 


whole, favorable, except possibly in regions bordering 
a Rumania, where there was a drought \ much 
larger acreage was plowed in the fall of 1948 for 
spring seeding in 1949 } was the case during the 


precedit g VCal 


The Far East 


The vastly improved food situation in Western 
Europe does not find its counterpart in the Far East 


Potal food production here in 1948 was slightly 
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that of the preceding vear, but it falls short of the 
prewar per capita volume in the face of a growing 
population. The world’s principal rice exporting 
countries, Burma, Siam, and French Indochina, have 
an estimated production of 11,500,000 short tons, 
about the same as in 1947 and 83 percent of the pre- 
war average of 13,900,000 short tons. 

Japan and Korea have good crops, but Japan faces 


a deficit of nearly 2.6 million short tons —nearl\ 


as large as in 1948—-while Korea’s will be considerably 


smnaller than the 330,000 short tons of 1948. China 
has an over-all good crop, vet the food shortages in 
Pakistan has 


shifted from a food exporter to a food importer, and 


SOTLIC deficit areas are Very acute, 


India remains in need of approximately 3 million tons 


of imported food. 


Malay. Cevlon, 


Indonesia, and the Philippines has improved some- 


Production in 


what, but indications are that the need for imported 
food will be as great as last vear, and in the first three 
countries, possibly greatet 

In Japan, output of the six principal crops is 
larger than in 1939-40, but the country must feed a 
population of 81 million instead of 65 or 67 million 
before the Wal lo SONIC devree, an imncrease In 
population is true of virtually every country under 
consideration. In addition, agricultural production 
in a number of Asiatic countries is not synonymous 
with food availability where it is most needed. A 
elut of rice in the countryside surrounding Shanghai 
does not necessarily mean that the city will have rice 
Political 


dislocations make it extremely difhicult if not im- 


unrest, military activities, and economic 


possible —to procure the surplus food from rural areas 
in sufficient volume to take care of the deficit areas 
of the respective countries. The combination of these 
factors, plus the slow recovery of production in the 
principal surplus-producing areas, explain the all- 
important fact that while before the war the Far East 
ind southeastern Asia were responsible for a net export 


of nearly 5 million tons of food annually, in 1948 this 


area imported nearly 9 million tons, of which only 2 
million tons came from the surplus-producing areas 


of the Far East \pproximately the same situation 


) 


will prevail in 194 


British Dominions 


The British Dominions of Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and the Union of South Africa are surplus 
producers of a wide variety of food produc ts, most of 
which are sold to the United Kingdom under bi- 


lateral trade agreements. During 1948, weather was 


favorable for food production in all of the Dominions, 
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resulting in above-average exportable supplies of most 
crops. Livestock production in most of these coun- 
tries during 1948-49, however, is expected to show 


little or no increase 


Latin America 


Prospects for domestic food supplies in 1948 are 


throughout most of the countries Latin 


Production of food crops for domestic use 


good 
\merica 
has not expanded in Brazil as in other countries, ne- 
cessitating the continued prohibition of most food 


exports. Brazilian rice exports declined considerably 


‘7 


in 1948 from the record shipment of 1947, but sugar 
exports are expected to reach an all-time high 
Argentina will probably have good harvests of fruits, 
edible oilseeds, and most domestic food crops, but 
grain prospects for 1948-49 are down from last vear 
In fact, it appears from the present outlook that 
there will be no exportable surplus of wheat from 
the current crop and that all 1949 wheat exports 
must come out of carrvover. Corn available for ex- 


port Is expec ted to be about 3,600,000 short tons, 


compared with normal exports of about 8,500,000 
short tons 

The 1948 harvests of corn, beans, rice, and sugar 
were excellent in all the northern countries of Latin 
these 


America The principal food exports from 


countries —-sugar, bananas, and cacao will be larger 


than in 1948. The Caribbean region will produce in 
the neighborhood of 8,350,000 short tons of sugar in 
1948-49, almost 60 percent above prewar average 
\n estimated 82,500,000 50-pound stems of bananas 
will be available for export this year and 350,000,000 


to 400,000,000 pounds ol cacao 


Far East: 1948 soybean harvests were so small in this area 
that only the record crop in the United States offset a 
world-wide shortage. 


Canada’s Agricultural Outlook 


by ROBERT L. GASTINEAU 
Increasing concern Over international 
exchange difhculties and the future 


of foreign-market outlets for many 


Canadian agricultural products char- 
acterized the 1948 annual Dominion-Provincial Agri- 
cultural Conference. held at Ottawa, December 6-8, 
1948. Despite this concern, however, the Conference 
saw a likelihood that prices received by Canadian 


,4 


farmers in 1 will remain at the 1948 level or per- 
haps decline slightly toward the end of 1949 It also 
reported that, assuming average crops, cash farm in- 
come should remain close to the high levels of 194 

1948 The gene ral tone of the outlook for 

perhaps, best expressed by al rat legate who likened the 
situation to that of a patient in a dentist's office 
When 2 m 
“Does it hurt?” he never answers, “No.” He alwavs 


savs, “Not vet! 
i} 


Phe Conference was attended by Dominion officials, 


in under the drill is asked by the dentust, 


Ministers of Agriculture and their Deputies from all 
and representatives of the Canadian 
\griculture Wheat Pools 


Also present a bservers were a representative ol the 


nine provinces, 


Federation of 


Newtoundland, otlicers of the 
sritish Food Mission. and Agricultural Attachés of the 
United Kingdom, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the 
United States The Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion and World Bank were 
Attending the 


\griculture were 


prospec tive Provinee 


also represented 
United States Department of 

Bushrod W. Allin of the Bureau 
of Agricultural Phillip 1 
Oflice of the Secretary: George R. Grange, Production 
and Marketing 


Gastineau, Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations. 


Economics Avlesworth. 


\dmiunistration and Robert J 


Excellent. comprehensive papers on the situation 
and outlook for individual groups of commodities 
were prepared in the Dominion Department of Agri- 
culture and presented to the Conference by its repre- 
sentatives Lhese were used as a basis for discussion 
from the floor of specific commodity problems. In 


the manner of a working conference, most of the 


debate during the first 2 davs was “off the record,” 


and discussions at times were both lively and pointed 


Mr. Gastineau is Acting Head, Grain and Feed Division, 
International Commodities Branch, OFAR. 


Nevertheless, the frank, open consideration 
culties in the vear ahead contributed a great deal to 
common knowledge of common problems. From this 
standpoint the Conference was a success 

sriefly summarized, the situation by 


Was prese nted as follows 


Wheat. Spring wheat acreage will probably be in 
creased in 1949 Among the factors named as favorin: 
this increase were an assured 


market for a large part 


tf the crops, fall drought in the pra Provinces 


almost certain reduction } acreages Ol ry 


flax 
Feed Grau 


unit available for the 1 
, 


Net supplies of feed 
18 49 feed 
about percent greater than in Ship- 
ments trom western Canada to eastern Provinces 

} 


he reduced as a result of fi le 1948 production 


ol coarse grains in the eastern Provinces, particular 


In Ontano and Quebee Eastern f; 
lO Inalntain Coarse-grain acreages 


Live Profitable 


should Bi 


prices lor livestoc k 


provided | lower supplies of 


continued strong d ‘mand, the 


dom bacon agreement, and the market 


cattle in the ited States 
Dairy Ph 


high during 1949 Total milk 


Domestic demand is likely 


production 
proximate the estimated 1948 output of 1 
ds Production Ol tutter 


poun cheese. 


will probably be maintained at 1948 


l 49 Increased 


output of concentrated 
, absorb any decrease which may 
fluid milk 

nd P aitr) I he 


markets does not justify any expansion in egg prod 


present outlook lor expo 


tion. Some decline is indicated during the first hal 


+19 An increased production of market poultry 


may be encouraged by the expectation 


} 


sustained consumer d 


lemand An prices 
prevailed in 1948 


Fruits and Vegeta 


pated in 1949. Marketing difficulties may exist for 


(sood truit crops are antici- 


such fruits as apples, plums, prunes, and raspberries 
In the event of another 
look for 


Vegetable acreage expanded in 1948 to a level that is 


above-average crop. the out- 


potatoes in 1949 is for depressed prices 


likely to be maintained rather than increased 
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Oilseed Crof The difficult export situation and a 


large carry-over, particularly of flaxseed, suggest 1949 


of flaxseed and rape seed at a level lower 


Prospective demand for soybeans and 


sunflower seed in 19 Warrants consideration of an 


increase in acreage 
Dried Bea 


inake any expan 1 in acreages of these crops seem 


urrent marketing difficulties 


inadvisable 


Serd 1948 production of the seeds of most clovers 


1 « oats, barley, 


ma rasses and iricties of wheat, 


flaxseed eligible for registered and certified 


constitutes record limothy is the 


'rass seed If production in 


continues at irketine difficulties mia 


be ANticip ited 


Conference Highlights 


I he hig ilig ! Conterence came at the con- 
h the announcement by the Rt 
Hon. Jam Gardiner Minister of 


\ericulture, contracts for 1949 


cluding 


SCSSIOT 
Dominion 


sritish food 


These pat luded Hacon, chee oe ind Cees 


Subject to ECA ipproval, the British in 1949 are t 


| 


purchase 160 million pounds of bacon and 50 million 


} 


pounds ol cheese \vreed prices were 836.00 per 


hundred yund top-quality bacon and 30 gents 


per pound, factory, tor cheese T hese prices 


ne as those in the 1 18 contract, when | 


million poun 


| million pounds of 


cheese 
For eg: ment provides for 46 million 
dozen shell eg: ! WIN it in the form of dried 
whole or frozen ges for the 11-month period, 
February 1 to December 31 19 will 
3.000 tons of dried 


While the new 


is below that of 1948. it is considered 


Shipments in 1 
1o.5n itllion aozen storage eves, 


of frozen eggs 


pening of other export markets in 
should be reasonably adequate to 
ibsorb the probable production in that vear 
announced at the same time that Britain 
would have » dollars iilable for fruit 
Also innounced was the fact that no imlormation 
was available on the price to be fixed for the 140 
million bushels of whe the United Kingdom was 


taking from the crop the last ol vear agree- 
mient involving the sale of 600 million bushels of 
Canadian whe the United Kingdom. It was 
exper ted that this price negotiated later in 
December at London 


Of interest in connection with the Conference was 
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the meeting on Tuesday evening, December of the 
Agricultural 
speaker at this meeting was Dr. D. A 
Washington, D. ¢ Director of the Food and Agri- 
culture Adminis- 


tration and OFAR Director. Dr. FitzGerald reviewed 


Institute of Canada. The principal 


FitzGerald, 
Division, Economic Cooperation 
flood position and progress of economic recovery 

in Western Europe during the past year He also 
traced the development and work to date of ECA and 
the relation of the European Recovery Program to 
the agriculture of both Canada and the United States 
During the Conference it was generally recognized 
that the European Recovery Program was a dominant 
factor in the world economy today 4ut it was also 
recognized that it Was a short-term program ol re- 
habilitation and did not have the element of long-term 
stability Dr. FitzGerald spoke to this point by calling 
for constructive and imaginative thinkine in connec- 
tion with North American trade policies, so that the 
end of ERP would find a sound basis for an ex- 


panded 


— Reading 
about... g 


a 


not rest d—-international trade 

4 Fee 
e Foreign ) 

it 


A griculture | 


fericultural Aspect 
1030 JO%5 


During the Per 
Objectives Subcom- 
His Majesty's 
This pamphlet 


sritish Intelligence 
mittee Over-all Report No. 6. 


Stationery Office, 1948 ] 


12 pp 
cents 

contains digests of the following five reports on Ger- 
man agriculture made by British scientists who have 
Fruit Plant Nurseries 
Stations, by A. H. Hoare; 
Thaliana, by Prof. F. G. Gregory and 


Agricultural Research Insti- 


visited Germany since the wat 
and Fruit Research 
\rabidopsis 
Dr. ©. D. Carlington 
tutes, by C. P. T. Gimingham and the Ministry’ 
Fertilizers and Soil Fertility. by Dr. E. M 
Crowther; Agricultural Machinery, by J. V. Wilson 
B. M. Hume, D. G. Mortimer, and D. I. McLaren 

Foreron Market Notes Fats and O Foreign Agri 
culture Circular FFO-19-48, 4 pp. Issued by the 
Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, Washington, 
D. C., November 1948. A preliminary report by 
Howard A. Akers, OFAR Marketing Specialist, on 


the fats and oil situation in South Africa 


library: 


Production 


\ ed, flaxse ed, 


and outlook for peanuts, sunflowe1 
inargarine, and 
\kers has made 


a study in Europe and Africa of market outlets for and 


castor bean tung oil. cotton. butter 


whale oil are briefly discussed Mi 


competition with United States fats and oils undet 


the provisions of the Research and Marketing Act 
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50 Census of World Agriculture 


A new picture of the world’s agriculture is in the making— 


more complete, more accurate than any before. 


It will be of 


inestimable value to agriculture, business, and government. 


by JOSEPH A. BECKER 
More than 65 nations are making co- 
plans for taking a world 


1950. This 


will not be the first such effort to sum- 


operative 


census of agriculture in 


marize the world’s agricultural resources and pro- 


duction — but it will be the most accurate and the most 


complete 
Other agricultural surveys were taken in 1930 and 
1940 


tute of \ork ulture. now incorpor ited In the Food and 


under the leadership of the International Insti- 


Agriculture Organization of the United Nations but 

those, though helpful, are now inadequate 
With the founding of the FAQ, interest in a world 

census was renewed. Plans for the census have been 


1944 Ihe 


the 1950 census is the careful preparation that is 


under wav since outstanding feature of 


hbeing 


takers are being specially trained 


FAO is supplving a cen- 


made. Census 
Procedures are heing set ul 


sus consultative service to all participating nations 


Every effort is being to insure completeness and 


accuracy 
It is expected that this new census will provide the 
statistical information that agriculture, business, and 


vovernment need tor sound planning It should he ol 


special value to the agriculture of participating nations 


Even countries fortunate enough to have ethcient 


crop reporting organizations idequate informa- 


tion on trade in agricultural products need period 


censuses as benchmarks. Such _ bench- 


agricultural 
, : 
marks not only reveal the present state of agricultural 


development but also disclose the shifting patterns 


ger eraphi al, economic, and soci il that have worked 


to bring it about If agriculture is to go forward ona 


sound basis, producers need agricultural statistical 


information not only for their own country but for 


is well 


ish interest in having well-conducted censuses not only 


other countries The United States has a selt 


if home but ilso ibroad I if h likewise 


has need for this tvpe of international information 
The need for an agricultural census in 1950 is em- 


present chaotic condition of world 


phasized by the 


agricultural produc tion and trace Even now. 
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governinents have 


close ol World \\ il Il. 


to continue regulating international 


Necessary 


wement of scarce Commodities cereals, rice. fats 


| 


ind oils, cocoa, and nitrogenous fertilizers As the 


world moves from this period of scarcities, with re- 


stricted world trade, toward a period of possible sur 


pluses there is a need for the development of programs 


! 


that would tend to avoid periods ot alternate feast 


ind famine for the consumer and of ruinously low 


prices to producers in periods of ove rsupply For such 


planning, much more should be known about. the 


prospects lor maintaining sound increases in produc- 


tion compatible with the growth of populations and 


the desired increases in the levels of consumption 
lhe FAO Conference in Washineton in Novembe1 


these | | 


neeas and ithrmed the keen 


+8 recognized 


Interest Janization and 


Census Of] ioricult 


ments i -wicde 


(‘onterence agreed to continue Its ¢ florts il 


the taking of the census, in assisting 
ments to develop thicient techniques obtain 


that will be comparable In making his 
rt to the Conference, the Director-General noted 


that Satisfactory progress had been made during the 


past vear. He was able to t tl more than 65 
countries have indi | in tha eparatory work 


is under way for the 1950 Census of Agriculture 


This major effort in international cooperation is an 


b AC ) project, but other organizations that have carried 


on effective work are the Inter-American Statistical 


ind the United States [nterdepartmental 


ittee on Scientific and Cultural Cooperation 


! } 
first essential steps to the successful administra- 


the CeETISUS ine heme 


a . 
~ 


> 


(AAAARAAZ 


4 
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countries have prepared new legislation authorizing 


the census, and others have strengthened legislative 
authority for the census There has been material 
progress in the important geographical phases of a 
census the acquisition of control maps and their du- 
plication for the use of enumerators, supervisors, and 
central administrative officers 
The training of technical forces to conduct the 
census has made a pronounced advance over previous 
efforts. All agencies have combined in a far-reaching 
training program 
It is anticipated that these preliminary steps in 
promoting the census, making the administrative 
arrangements for it, and training the personnel will be 
amplified during 1949. Increased emphasis will be 
given to the technical phases of the actual enumera- 
tion and tabulation of the results. Problems of ma- 
chine tabulation will be given increased attention 
since therein hes the key to obtaining maximum 
results from the collec ted data In ordet to obtain a 
vreater degree of comparability between countries, 
there will be renewed discussions of classification of 
y size groups and of the cross-classification of 
data, which are preliminary steps to the economic 
analysis and interpretation of the census. It is antici- 
pated also that there will be considerable intergovern- 


FAQ, 


dealing with the subject matter ind the priorities on 


mental discussion under the sponsorship of 


publication 


First World Agricultural Census 


The current effort on the part of FAO is a con- 
tinuation of international interest that was first gen- 
erated in the International Institute of Agriculture. 
set upin 1905 with headquarters In Rome The need 
for stimulating the countries of the world to take an 
inventory of their agricultural resources occupied the 
attenuon of officials of the Institute from its inception 
After World War IT. the 


discussed the 


Assembles of the [Institute 
problem at length, and the 1924 As- 
sembly recommended that detinite steps be taken to 
encourage all countries to begin preparing for a world 
census in 1930 

Mi I eon M Esterbrook, on leave from his positon 
as Associate Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics in the United States Departinent of Agricul- 


ture, was given tt 


i responsibility for organizing and 
conducting the project 

Everything considered, the iniumediate results of the 
project were material, and the ultimate results in 
setting up he prin iple of the need of the census and 


in stimulating the adherence of governments to thei 


February 1949, Vol. XIII, No. 2 


own recommendations made in international as 
semblies were tar-reachine 

In the middle 1930's the Institute undertook to 
continue the work begun in the preceding decade. 
Under the leadership of Dr. Valentino Dore, who died 
in Washington during the 1948 FAO Conference, the 
Institute prepared a model questionnaire to serve as 


Dore 


assembled the most recent Census questionnaires from 


an approach to substantive comparability. Dr 


all countries of the world and set up a schedule that 
reflected the most commonly sought-for information 
Phis basic questionnaire was submitted to the govern- 
ments of the world with a request that a census be 
taken in 1940, that the questionnaire be considered 
in setting up the national program, and that the 
countries indicate the nature and progress of their 
plans 

Unfortunately. the outbreak of World War IL in 
September 1939 led to the abandonment of proposed 
censtses In many Countries 


In some Cases, it inter- 


rupted a census actually in provress The pre- 
occupation of the world with the war was such that 
in one or two instances the results of the enumeration 
were not tabulated completely or in any event were 


Ne ve rtheless, 


mitting, the work begun in the 1920's was continued, 


not published circumstances per- 


though at a slackened pace, in the 1930's, and the 


eflorts of the Institute were not entirely in vain 


Recommendations for 1950 Census 


The disturbance of World War Il. with the result- 
ing dislocation in the pattern of world production and 
trade, plus the world’s slow recovery from the destruc- 
tion brought about by the war stimulated many 
people everywhere to the need for an inventory of 
human and natural resources This was one of the 
motivating factors that led the United States Govern- 
ment to invite all nations to the International Statis- 
tical Congress, held in Washington in September 194 
The world census was an important item on_ the 
agenda and further progress was made in building 
up interest 


As early as 1944, the 


FAQ included in its preparatory work for the In- 


Interim Commission of the 


a discussion of the need for the 
1950 World Census of 


| Conterence 
Agriculture and recom- 
mended that the FAQ, once it began to function, 
actively Inaugural 


promote such a project Phe 


Conference, held at Oue bec in October 1945, recom- 


mended that a study be made of the possibility of 
taking a world census by 1950 or as soon as practical 


therealter 


Ihe Second Session of the Conference, held in 
Copenhagen in September 1946, received the report 
of this study and recommended that the Conference 
endorse the proposal for a census, take Steps lo bring 
the matter to the attention of governments, prepare 
the minimum schedules so that they may be 


mitted to governments without delay, and make 


financial arrangements for its share of the proposed 
work 

Late in 46, FAO called together in Washington 
representatives of the agricultural, statistical, and cen- 
sus organizations of a large number of countries and 
charged this group with the preparation of the census 
schedule The group agreed upon a minimum sched- 
ule restricted to 62 items of universal importance In 


j 


addition, it prepared a more extensive list from which 


individual countries might wish select items for 
enumeration. Durine 447 and early 1948, these 
schedules were the subject of turther discussion by 
regional groups One such regional 1 iweting W is he Id 
in Rome to discuss the adaptability of the sched 
European conditions Another was held 
examine its pracucalits for the Near I 
meeting in London was directed to the problem of a 
census in the colonial and dependent areas of the 
world The schedule of inquiry and the entire census 
project was made the t of extensive study by the 
Special Committee of the 1950 Census of the Americas, 
a part of the Inter-American Statistical Institut 

Lhe Third Session of the (Clonterence ot I \Q),. hie ld 
in Geneva in August 1947, amplified the role of FAO 
is the responsible international agency in stimulating 
preparatory work tor the 1950 census Ihe Conter- 


ence recommended consultations of specialists, the 


establishment of training facilities for personnel to be 
‘noaved | Oo Il tal o th yncl ao 
engaged in planning and tanning the Census, and again 
recommended that the matter of the census be illect 
to the attention of nonmember as well 
governments 

Phe census project w t up under the direction 


| Dr ( on idl | uber, 


made in 194 


Training Census Workers 


An outstanding feature of tt 1950 warld agricul- 
tural census program has been the facilities provided 
for training census workers. In many respects, this ts 
new and promises to produce results of incalculable 
value 


All the agencies nn rl 1 with 


participated In is W i various levels Ihe 


the CeCDSUS have 


international technical n tings, sponsored by FAQ), 
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have contributed to the training ol ill participants 


as have the regional meetings at which regional 


adaptations of the program were discusse Lhe 
Inter-American Statistical Institute 
a proerain lor facilitating the exchange of 
international visitation of census oflicials During 


worked 


the past > vears, bers of have 
with various countries to develop an outline of census 
; 


procedures The Institute’s contrib ition in the field 


| 


of map preparation has been especially well-planned 


and executed. In cooperation with the Pan 
Institute of Geography and History, the 
Institute of Inter-American Affairs, and 
Institute of Geography and Statistics 
send Dr. Jorge Zarur, Assistant Director of the 
zilian Institute to each of the countries of the Western 
Hemisphere to work with census officials in organizing 
t map-making project 

I he Interdepartmental OM tee lor Scirentilt 

ultural Cooperation is also participating 


Since 1940. it h 


n the United 


other Western iil tries 


olhien 
During 1947 and 1948, Cause { HISUIS iinins 
progeralih, emphasis Was placed 

| 


interested mm CCOMOMICS 


States Bureaus of the 
Agricultural Econo: 
Nort Clare 


ing special courses for 


COMSIN al 


meements Ww 


COUTSES TN SLALISLICS Gnd CCONOLTICS 


I he CGsovel 


I other 
ent of Mexico offered 

month course, from Septen 
the complete 


preparation 


COUTM 


tistics and asus meth logy wa Iso he 


under 


hinese Gro 
Mmucipated 
1rOUSsE. rsonnel by 


training Courses 
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Consultative Service 


In addition to 
COUDNLTICS N\ 


the Interdepartmental Committee, 


Foreign Agriculture 


States Bureau of the Census, FAO has prov ided con- 
sultative service to participating nations. Dr. Dore 
visited several European countries and Sefior Luis 


Rose Ugarte, many in Latin America 


Schedule 


In September 1948, the Standing Advisory Com- 
mittee on Statistics of the FAO considered a revised 
draft of the so-called minimum schedule for the 1950 
census, which had been prepared by the Secretariat 
of the FAO 


that took place during the preceding vear 


as the result of the regional discussions 
This draft 
was adopted, with a number of changes, to form the 
present basic schedule for further presentation to the 
cooperating governments It Was agreed that in some 


underdeveloped countries, where a census has never 


been taken, there was little liklihood that a sutticient 
staff could be provided and trained to conduct a full 
agriculture in 1950 


recommended for such countries special surveys as a 


census of Phe advisory group 
ubstitute for a census It was suggested that these 


surveys might take the form of simple surveys of 
randomly selected areas that would show the general 
pattern of agriculture in the country and that might 
serve as the basis for estimating totals for the countries 
\nother suggested approach was the enumeration ol 
the commercial agricultural output of the country, 
since this information might be obtained from ‘the 
processors and handlers of agricultural commodities 
and might likewise serve as the basis for the estimation 
of totals for the countrys 

Lhe final draft of the minimum schedule for the 1950 
census is in many respects a remarkable document 
Lhe schedule makers sternly resisted their own lean- 
ings toward an extensive all-inclusive schedule and 
restricted it to 65 questions, with 10 subitems relating 
to livestock by x Phe information, which it is in- 


tended should collected, is limited in nature and 


falls into six CAalegories The first category has to do 


with the agricultural holding, its size and form of 


tenure. The second is concerned with the utilization 


of land by the broad classification of arable land, 


ore hards, meadows and pastures, wood or forest lands, 


and all other land \ third subject of inquiry ts the 


agricultural population, which is restricted to a count 


of the members of the holders’ households The 


fourth category pertains to the area harvested in 


principal crops. The list of these crops on a world- 


Mr. Becker is Chief. International Commodities Branch, 
OFAR. 
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wide basis is necessarily limited. It is anticipated that 
each country will include crops that are of major 
importance in its agricultural economy. The fifth 
subject the minimum questions on farm power —ask 


only “Yes” or “No” 


animal power and mechanical powet 


with respect to the use in 1949 of 
The last cate- 
gory is the livestock inventory of work animals, cattle, 
shee p. goats, hogs, and poultry 

Even in its abbreviated form, this is a schedule that 
provides for a broad cross-section of agricultural 
resources and production sufficient in scope to give a 
fundamental picture of this basic industry 

In addition to this minimum schedule, there is the 
more extensive list of items, which provides for an ex- 
pansion within each category and for several additional 
categories. Thus, additional information on tenure, 
land utilization, population, farm wages, and employ- 
Listed are a vreat many 


make a 


supplies ol 


ment is suggested minor 


crops, Which in the aggregate significant 


contribution to the world food and 


fibers and industrial raw materials The present 
world-wide interest in increased efliciency in agricul- 
tural production is indicated by an extensive list of 


lo with farm power and equip- 


questions having to ¢ 
ment, production and marketing of crops, the use ol 
fertilizers, and the extent of irrigation and drainage of 
land \ number of questions on forest: products of 
farm wood lots is also included 
Lhe traditional questions on production of crops and 
' 


of livestock products are omitted, even from the more 


extensive schedule for various reasons. First, it was 


recognized that production figures might be under- 
stated because of fear that they would have a bearing 
upon the amount of taxation Secondly, there was 
the more practical consideration that for many items, 
particularly for livestock production, it is diflicult to 
obtain accurate reports because olf inadequate records 
and faulty memory Thirdly, in the interest of econ- 
omy, it is suggested that yields per unit of acre or per 
animal be estimated on a sample basis and applied 
to the enumerated total number of units 

The active program of stimulating a world-wide 
agricultural census is certain to produce results of 
tremendous lnportance There is every evidence that 


censuses will be taken in countries that might not 
otherwise have engaged in such an effort at this time 
There should be more comparability in the results 
Phe program should lead to a more thorough enumera- 
tion and to a more efthicient utilization of the facts 
collected. Finally, more far-reaching and useful 
information will be available on the present condition 


of agriculture throughout the world. 


Land Reform Progress in Japan 


by W. 1. LADEJINSKY 


Traveling through Japan in the spring 

of 1948 permitted me to observe the 

success that the Land Reform Program 

iade in changing the old aeri- 

cultural order of too many landlords, too many tenants, 
and too many farmers on too little land | could see 
the progress ol the program espe ially in the Prefec- 
tures of Kagi Fukuoka, Saga, and 


Kumamoto. some of the oldest parts ol what Is Com- 


Okayama 


monly referred to as Old Japan 

This region, differing from the more recently de- 
veloped Hokkaido, with its imiple elbow-room., and 
from Japan’s main island, Honshu, is an excellent 
one in which to observe the effects of the reform, 
for here is exemplified to an extreme degree some of 
the basic difliculties of Japan’s agricultural economy, 
which stem from an unhappy landlord-tenant rela- 
Most tenant 
than an acre of land to ull 


of 10 acres generally rent to 1 


tionship farmers in this area have less 
] indowne rs with holdings 
tenants And the 
rentals are exorbitant) as high percent of the 
rice crop 

When the Land 


the Japanese 


Reform Program was initiated late 
Government in order to 
' } 


;aIOrity oO become owner- 


farmers. the success of the prog 1 Was not a loregone 


conclusion Lhe landlords was 


opposition of the 
taken for the reluctance on the part of som 
of the tenants » avail themselves of the Opportunity 
t } } wNticl t } } HS . © th ' 
to uN land Was thnticipated, CC AUISE rulnol tha 
ela oo nd the ri { n hir Go | 
axes, Crop lallures, and he risk oO Ownership in genera 
unwise for t lant uv land were rife 
then have disproved those fears 

opposition of the landlords has been 
I know of was the 
enough to 


strong 


Heme in owner- 


without 1,’ a tenant re- 


without life 

missions have no problem i 

ire contronted, however, with 
illocate equi ibly the land 


thre comple xitv of some ol 


that Mr 
reactions 


Program 


the proy sions ol the prog! im, the task Is NOt an Casy 
one Lhe commissions are aware ol it, and solving 
it in a manner satisfactory to all the would-be buvers 
takes the patience of Job ind the skill of Solomon 
Nevertheless, the 


COMMISSIONS 


matter must be dealt with by the 
in order to enable as many tenants as 
possible to enjoy some of the benefits of the reform. 

Phis trip gave me the opportunity to get a glimpse 
ol the work ol the local land COTDIIISSIONS It Is not 
easy, even for an interested observer, if he is only a 
morning or afternoon visitor, to find out how well 
a commission discharges its duties, unless confronted 
with a flagrant case of nonperformance I have not 
encountered such 

In one ol the villages, the commission had on tile 
the ipplications from the tenants who wished to buy 
land and the terms of sale \ sample copy 
follows: **The undersigned wishes to purchase the land 
inentioned below in accordance with the provision ol 
Article 8 of the Enforced Regulation of the Owne1 
Farmer Establishment, Special Measures Law, upon 
the following terms.’ There followed a statement as 
to the acreage, price, and manner of payment Lhe 
same commission has already prepared a tabular state- 
ment, showing how much land will be sold to each 
tenant and at what price The « ontent of each sheet, 
one per tenant shows that a great deal of effort has 
rone into its preparation Phe work of a commission 
to effect the purchase ind sale of the land is a good 
index of its concern with the Land Reform Program 
Judged on this basis, the Majority of the COTHINISSIONS 
1 dealt with may be rated as “*good 

Every land commission ts composed of landlords, 
tenants, and owner-farmers. In the course of the 
formulation of the Land Reform Law, the question of 
owner-larme! repres¢ ntation on the COTNILISSIONS Callie 
in for a great deal of discussion It was felt then that 
their vote could seriously affect the course of the pro- 
tenants or with the 


erall would the \ side with 


landlords? It can be stated now that the ownet 


cultivator members generally vote with the tenants 
Then position has also influenced that of the land- 
lords, many ol whom do not wish to revistel openly 
their Opposition to the land reform Lhe unanimous 
vote of the commissions on rather crucial points, when 
normaliy landlords might be expected to register a 
dissenting vote, may be attributed, at least in some 
to the stand taken by the owner-cultivators 


Much of the 


measure, 


land-purchase prograin Can be con- 
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sidered accomplished, particularly when one adds 
the amount of land turned over to the Government in 
lieu of tax payments many a landlord, being short 
of cash to pay taxes, is meeting his obligation in this 
way The land acquired in this manner contributes 
a fair percentage of the amount originally estimated 
is subject to purchase under the Land Reform Pro- 
gram. Altogether, the Japanese Government has 
already acquired 86 percent of the original estimate 


Fukuoka, 97 


Kagawa and Okayama, 99 percent in Kumamoto, 


of purchasable land in percent. in 
and has exceeded the original estimate in Saga 
The case of Saga is significant, for this is one of the 
Prefectures where the traditional strong position of 
the landlord was supposedly impregnable and 
undisputable 

I visited Kabe Village 


all the land that was earmarked for sale has already 


Kagawa Prefecture) where 


been sold to tenants. One would have to see the good 
statistical work of the local commission to appreciate 
the earnestness and zeal with which it is carrying out 
the program. A glance at the bar graphs, brightly 
colored, reflects the amount of land purchased and 
sold by the village as a whole and by village subdivi- 
sion (Buraku 


actual measurement every plot of land sold to the 


while an excellent map records by 
tenants. I was impressed with the fact that 
the moving spirit of the reform in this village is a 
Mr. Ovama. landlord-member of the commission. 
He not only sold all of his land but also succeeded in 
inducing 25 other landlords to part with all of their 
allowable retention and 10 others to give up part ot 
their retention This enabled a number of tenants to 
acquire land that they could not have bought other- 
wise. In Kumamoto Prefecture, some of the villages 
are setting aside a certain percentage of the purchased 
land, usually 10 percent, for this purpose 

In Kagawa and Okavama, one of the elements that 
affect the sales of land and land consolidation, also a 
part of the Land Reform Program, is water utiliza- 
Kagawa, for 


example, lacks good rivers from which the water can 


tion, so vital in raising a rice crop 


be diverted into rice fields and is dependent for its 


supply on some 50,000 water pools. Often, these 
pools or the water-utilization rights belong to the 
landlords, who, in turn, allocate the water to the 


cultivating farmers. The water pool is a property 


Mr. Ladejinsky, a Regional Specialist in the Office of 
Foreign Agricultural Relations, was on duty with the Agri- 
cultural Division, Natural Resources Section, SCAP, in 
Japan from January 1946 through January 1947. He was 
again in Japan from November 1947 to September 1948. 
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distinct from that of the land. Unless an adjustment 
is made, the landlord, especially if he cultivates land 
himself, is in a position to supply his own needs as he 
wishes and deny or restrict the use of water to his 
former tenants The difficulties of land consolidation 
can be materially lessened if the water-utilization right 
is settled to the satisfaction of all concerned. Clearly, 
all other conditions being equal no consolidation 
can take place if the water supply is in question 
here are other reasons why even a cursory exami- 
nation of the sale’s sheets prepared by the local com- 
missions reveals that a consolidation of holdings ts 
not taking place. The number of strips after the 


completion of the land-purchase scheme will be 
approximately as large as ever (more than 90 million 
In the course of my trip, it became fairly obvious that 
strips will not be consolidated into larger units until 
such time as most if not all —of the land of a com- 
munity is pooled This was illustrated in a practical 
way when a local land commission took me to the 
fields to show why so little consolidation is taking 
place. It was clear that if every piece of land were 
pertec tly interchangeable, it is the owner-cultivator’s 
land— not subject to the land-reform provisions —that 
stands in the wav ol consolid ition \ nd COMM Is- 
sion will continue, therefore, to sell a tenant a great 
many scattered pieces of land instead of one compact 
holding The owner-cultivator must consent or be 
compelled to throw his land into the pool before the 
real work of land adjustment can commence and the 
wasteful borderlines begin to disappear 

The land is being purchased at official prices set 
Prefectures I 


evidence that the landlords and 


for the respective could find no 
tenants have peen 
entering into private financial arrangements to bolster 


the price of the land. My 


purchases are 


impression is that the 
bona fide and that, if anything, the 
tendency on the part of the tenants has been to reduce 
the price as much as possible 


They achieve this by subtracting from the official 


price the “cultivation right” price paid by a tenant 


it one time or another Such payments ave the 


tenants security of tenure, which in no way aflecited 


the rental arrangements The payments were rather 


high in relation to the prewar price of land, and many 


a tenant feels, therefore, that the official prices undet 


{ 


which the land is purchased must take account of 


that payment The cultivation-right practice — is 


widespread im sone Prefectures and less in others 


Where such rights do exist, the official price of land is 


reduced by 10 to 30 percent In some villages, such 


as Kojo (Okavama Prefecture), it accounted for 40 
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A village land commission with its office staff. The author 
is shown at the left and Captain Gilpin, American Military 
Government, on the right. 


percent of the ofhcial price. That the tenants are 


entitled to these “refunds” is recognized by the land- 
lords. Yet, they are unanimous in the demand that 
they receive the full price of the land as provided under 
the law. In view of the fact that the inflationary 
spiral has, to date, materially reduced the real value 
of the official prices fixed in early 1946, it would not 
he unreasonable lor the Japanese Government to 
review the cultivation-right problem in the light of 
recent developments and pay the landlords the full 
price ol the land 

The initial payments of the majority ol the tenants 
who have already bought land amount to as much as 
60 to 70 percent of the purchase price, which testifies 
to the cash prosperity of the rural community Yet, 
the picture Is lar from uniorm Tenants in certain 
villages insisted that they cannot make large initial 
payments even though fully aware of the advantages 
of doing so These villages are removed from large 
urban or industrial centers and are denied the oppor- 
tunities of growing and selling vegetables or trading 
other products in the black market Taxation, which 
they claim is levied on the theory that all farmers en- 
gage in black marketing, and the purchase of ferti- 
lizer and other items black-market rates reduced 
their cash position sull further 

\s might have Dec! expected, the landowners ol 
Kagawa, Okavama, Fukuoka, Saga, and Kumamoto 
ire not in favor of the Land Reform Program, chiefls 
because they believe that the price of land is not rea- 
sonable | have encountered exceptions, howeve1 
On one occasion a landowner stated that. as an in- 
dividual, he is odds with the reform, but he sup- 


ports it, nd the national interest The 


40 


virtue 


of resolving the personal interest in favor of the na- 
ind Mr. Yamat 
Rokka Village, Kumamoto) may be only a 


“voice crying in the 


tional interest is not given to many, 
voice 
wilderness.” ‘The more reason 
why his opinion should be recorded 

On another occasion, I listened to a landowner whe 
put his finger on the need of a reform in these telling 


words “ie IS high time lor the landlords to ste p orm 


down and for the tenants to step one up so that the 


two may meet for the first time [hese are instances 
ol accepung the spirit of the program, al d admitted] 
they are few in number 

It is significant to note. however. that while to the 
majority of the landowners the progr 
come visitation, their opposition has ne 
pursued Whatever the nature ol the undercovel 
tation against the land-purchase scheme, it has had 
no adve rse’ ¢ tlect on its progre SS 


ol 1947 


In the midsummet 
some landlords of Fukuoka, Kumamoto, and 
Saga initiated a number of court suits for the purpose 
of testing the constitutionality of the program. Since 
then, most ol these cases | ided out without er 

ing to trial 


Kagawa, 


in Kagawa) is not without passing interes 


Only one such case was still pendin: 


while another nonconstitutional case 


main point is supposedly the violation of t 


Declaration Phe plainuff, who had sold his 


fore entering the military service. wished to 


sale annulled becaus« 


The Japanese military forces, after being 


pletely disarmed, should be permitted to 
turn to their homes with the opportunity 
lead peacetul and produ tive lives Potsdat 


Declaration. pal 


Truly, one never knows 
Since the testing of the 

law as a means of obstructing 

virtually abandoned, landlor 
ittempting tO gain possession Ol sore 

land in order to raise food for their « 


The procedure is for a landlord 


tof 
with the Prefectural Governor 
arti le 


), paragraph 3, of the Agi 


justment Law, which reads 


Where a party to the 
lands intends to terminate 
or to reluse its renewal 


Prefectural (sovernor shall 
In Fukuoka Prefecture ov) 
were decided in favor of the landowners 
half were settled in favor of the landlords, one-fourth 


in favor of the tenants, and the remainder either wi 


drawn or pending The settlement of many of then 
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was not stricdy in accord with the provisions of the 
law. Yet LT am not at all certain that it is either 
feasible or advisable to insist that the letter of the law 
must apply in every instance. I am mindful in this 
connection of a remark made by a Japanese on the 
meaning of Jaw: it was to the effect that, to a Japanese 
of whatever walk of life. law is 75 percent senument 
and only 25 percent law in the Anglo-Saxon sense 
( OTIS iously Or UNCONS ously. this idea seems to play 
quite a role in dealing with disputes on eviction, where 
the ac reage at issue Is small and where the attempt to 
retake and cultivate a piece of tenanted land is con- 
ditioned by a ditlicult food situation rather than by a 
consuming desire to obstruct the progress of the land 


In the 


mentioned 


reform main. this is true of the Prefectures 
In Okavama the amount of land per case 


is less than one-fourth of an acre Phe net result of the 


legal and illegal evictions is the increase of the so- 
called small-consumption farms, which are relatively 
less productive and do not contribute to the national 


With the 


‘fly-by-night 


food supply improvement in the food 


situation, these farmers are likely to 
disappear 

Phe American Military Government is also pro- 
Kurume airfield (Saga 


training 


viding land for sale to tenants 
Prefecture) was formerly a 


“kamikaze” 


their craft into the units of the allied fleet in a desperat 


cente! or 
suicide pilots, whose duty it was to ram 
effort to reduce its effectiveness. It was here that | 


saw an aythentic example of “beating swords into 


plowshares.” Little, if anything, remains of the 


urtield Most ol it has already hee n plowed, and in 
the course of this vear one will look in vain for a shred 
of evidence that might testify to its wartime “‘non- 
agricultural” use. Kurume is but one instance of the 
efforts on the part of the American Occupation to 
place the former military lands into agricultural pro- 
duction and to sell the land to tenants 

| Was equally impressed with the eagerness on the 
part of the American Military Government teams to 
effect the change as quickly as possible. Their main 
difficulty has been to get the Japanese Ministry of 
Finance, the repository of Government-owned prop- 
erty, to release the land. The problem of unraveling 
the maze of bureaucratic red tape to which all such 
transfers are subjected also enters into the picture 
In accordance with the current procedure, the Prefec- 
tural land commission submits a “transfer plan” to the 
local finance office, which in turn is supposed to for- 
ward it, with recommendations, to the District Bureau 
All of this is more easily said 


of Finanes for approval 


than done. In Kumamoto, for example, out of 126 


pieces ol land s¢ heduled to have been transterred by 
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17, the District Bureau of the 


Ministry of Finance acted upon and approved the 


the end of December 1‘ 
transfer of not more than 10. Military Government 


teams are aware of the slow progress; under their 


active prodding, the obstructions are being overcome 

In the main, notwithstanding the difliculties inher- 
ent in a rapid shift of the majority of tenants to an 
individual-owner base, I felt quite certain in early 
1948 that the Land Reform 


successfully carried out 


Program was being 
The economic gains that will 


What is less 


important political gains from 


accrue to the new owners are obvious 
obvious is the very 
which the country as a whole is benefiting 

In this connection, a feature worth notung Is the 
position of the Japanese Communist in the village and 
the failure of his Party’s propaganda against the land- 


purchase program The alacrity with which the ten- 


ants have already acquired and will continue to ac- 
quire land in the coming months is a good measure of 
that The policy of the Japanese Communist now is 
to solt-pedal the issue for it is certainls politically 
unwise, and, in all probability, physically unsafe, for a 
Communist propagandist to stand up before a group 
The Com- 


main line of attack was not against land 


f tenants urging them not to buy land 
munists” 
reform as such, but against this particular type of 
reform with its main emphasis on private ownership ol 


the land rather than state. individual rather than col- 


lective. It was quite apparent to me that the agrarian 
reform now in progress has cut the political ground 
from under the feet of the Communists in the Japanese 
strengthening the forces that 


a middle-of-the-road, stable, petit-bourgeois 


countryside, thereby 
take for 


rural societs 


LONG, 
nee a8 
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Japanese farms are small and are worked intensively. 
Much of the work is done by hand. 
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An Experiment 


In Low-Cost Food Production 


by GRAHAM S. QUATE 
At its 


Pacific slope of Guatemala, the United 


Piquisate plantation on the 


Fruit Company is doing some long- 
range planning in an effort to improve 
the welfare of company workers. For some time, the 
company has provided hospital and medical facilities, 
sold food to workers at prices well below market 
prices, and provided free schools and a free lunch 
program. Last year, the company again expanded 
the program—with an experiment in low-cost food 
produc tion 
The experiment involves two specific problems. 
The first is the development of a practical means for 
using modern mechanized equipment, designed for 
use in temperate zones, in the production ol food 
crops in hot lowland areas. ‘The other is improving 
pastures and developing beef and dairy cattle adapted 
to tropic al conditions 
As this program progresses, not only workers at 
Tiquisate but all of tropical America should benefit 
If the program is successful, large-scale food produc- 
tion in lowland areas will be expanded, production 
costs will be reduc ed, and with the adapting of stand- 


ard farm equipment to conditions in the area, a 


larger market for powered implements will be created 


Fiquisate plantation consists of 300,000 acres. It 
is located in one of the most important livestock sec- 
tions of Guatemala and in an area where both climati 


Here 


a million acres of undeveloped land 


and soil conditions are favorable to food crops 
there is at least 
suitable for corn, beans, rice, and peanuts, provided 
means can be found for reducing farm-labor require- 
ments The land is also well drained. affording con- 
ditions favorable to the use of mechanized equipment. 

Phe farm-mechanization experiment was begun in 
May 1948 on 350 acres of exceptionally fertile land 
Such equipment as tractors, harvesters, discs, a trash 


a corn sheller were 
7 


rake, a rolling stalk cutter, and 
pro ided tor the projec t 
Operators did not have to be trained to handle this 
equipment since Tiquisate plantation is almost com- 
pletely mechanized, and its highly efhicient mechanical 
department was able to provide operators and main- 
tenance service This factor 


important assures a 
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measure of success that would not be possible on other 
farms in this section. 

Four crops are being grown experimentally corn, 
beans, rice, and peanuts. It was apparent from the 
beginning of the project that the attempt to produce 
them with completely mechanized methods would be 
difficult. Some of the more obvious of these problems, 
as described by Enrique Garcia Salas (in charge of 
miscellaneous crops) after his first season’s exper- 
ience, were as follows 

Particular attention must be given to planting dates, 
so harvesting can be done in dry seasons 

Special methods for planting must be developed 
For example, corn must be planted in deep furrows, 
with covering done by press wheels. A planter of 
this type would resemble a shallow listet 

Lhe sweeps on weed cultivators must be removed 


or somewhat modified Tractors equipped with 
cultivators must also have a screen tooth or rake that 
will dig out all weeds that are pressed into the ground 
by implement wheels, so they will dry and die 
Weeds constitute dithicult 


an especially problem 


Here, 


for mechanized agriculture in lowland areas 


Weeds are a special problem for mechanized agriculture 
in tropical lowland areas. 
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the weeds are quite different from those found in the 


north. Growth continues throughout the entire 


vear and at an extremely rapid rate during wet 


periods. Cultivators that succeed in killing tem- 


perate-zone weeds apparently do not have much 
effect on certain local varieties, particularly the native 
bindweed or morning glory 

All these problems can undoubtedly be solved, but 
it is obvious at this stage of the experiment that stand- 
ard machinery must be modified substantially before 
it will be completely useful 

The problem of developing and maintaining pas- 
tures with high carrying capacities is related to the 
clearing of land and the control of weeds and so is 
somewhat similar to the experiment in mechanized 


agriculture. Experiments so far indicate that Napier 


grass, or Elephant grass, provides the most desirable 
pasture for dairy herds 

The livestock program will be concerned not only 
with feeding problems but also with developing types 
of cattle that are able to resist the effects of bright 
sunlight, humidity, high temperatures, and the attacks 
of tropical insects and parasites 

On the Tiquisate pastures are more than 8,000 fat- 
tening steers and about 2.000 breeding cattle, some 
of which are used for dairy purposes 

The steers were purchased trom local stock pro- 
ducers, but in view of threatened cattle scarcities the 
breeding herd is to be increased to a point where all 
beef needed by the workers may be produced on the 
plantation. 

The herd will eventually consist of dual-purpose 
types based on Brown Swiss and Zebu crosses, with 
some mixtures of selected native cattle. To carry out 
this plan the company has recently imported 49 pure- 
bred heifers and bulls from the United States 

Beef carcasses from steers purchased in Guatemala 
and fattened in plantation pastures now average 429 
pounds each. .It is anticipated that the breeding and 
pasture-improvement experiments now under way 
will result in a notable increase in these weights, par- 
ticularly in the Brown Swiss-Brahma_ types being 
developed 

About 180 cows are being milked daily in the plan- 
tation dairv. Most of this herd consists of native 


cows, and production is rather low, averaging about 


4.2 quarts of milk in two milkings for each cow 


A group of imported Brown Swiss cows produced 


Mr. Quate is Agricultural Attaché, American Embassy, 
Guatemala. He is also assigned to San Salvador and 
Tegucigalpa. 
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School children in Tiquisate are given bread and milk 
each morning. 


an average of 9.5 quarts of milk a day during August, 
How- 


ever, a few selected native COWS have averaged 6.5 


as compared with 3.4 quarts from native cows 
quarts a day These and others like them will be 
used as a basis for crosses with imported Brown Swiss 
bulls 

Carefully controlled experiments are being made 


Only locally 


produced items are used in these feeds, which include 


in the use of concentrated mixed feeds 
ground corn, bran from native wheat, cottonseed 
meal, and salt 


The Tiquisate dairy plant is carefully managed, 


Milking 


used, and all fresh milk is pasteur- 


with special attention given to sanitation 
machines are 
ized, then cooled and placed in sterilized bottles for 
distribution 

Of the 750 quarts produced daily, 550 are sold to 
company workers at 10 cents a quart, and 170 quarts 
are used to provide free lunches in the school for 
workers’ children in the town of ‘Tiquisate 

Since 31 free schools with a total of 1,550 students 
are maintained on the Tiquisate plantation, it has 
not yet been possible to provide free lunches for all 
school children [his service is now offered only at 
the school in the headquarters town itself. Here 700 
children are given a half pint of fresh milk and a roll 
of wheat bread each morning The free lunch pro- 
gram is being expanded as rapidly as_ plantation 


facilities will permit 


Latakia Tobacco 


by DEANE R. HINTON 
Latakia is a dark. richly 


fire-cured tobacco grown in Svria. It 


aromatic, 


was named for the city and the district 


| 


where it is produced Lhe 


word 
*Latakia™ has become familiar to many smokers in the 


United States. Small quantities are blended with out 


own tobacco in the manulacture of some cigarettes 
and, to some extent, of pipe tobacco mixtures 
England was once the principal market for Latakia 
and stll takes the top quality product, but by 1946 
almost three-quarters of the crop went yearly to the 


United States. More than 2,000 metric tons ' moved 


into world markets in 1946, bringing Svria more than 


$1,000,000 in vital foreign exchange 


The secret of good Latakia tobacco was discovered 


1 


by chance, if one is to believe the following story, still 


told in Syria. Early in the nineteenth century, politi- 


cal disturbances interrupted the usual export ol 


tobacco to Egypt The \laouite peasants ot the 


Latakia hills. wishing to save the unmarketed part of 


their crop, tied the tobacco in long strings, which they 


\ metric ton equals 1.1023 short tons 


hung under the roofs of their crude stone homes Lhe 
\laouite peasants lived then, and to some extent live 


today, In an extremely 


simple fashion, and these 


houses, built without windows and flues. were heated 


1 
} The only 


the room was a low door. built so as to 


va fire burning in the middle of the room 
opening t 
preserve the heat The tobacco hung through the 
winter in these smoke-filled homes. When spring and 
the new marketing season arrived the peasants found 
that the ll tobacco no longet Was vellow Put had turned 
black and taken on a peculiar odor 

In their desire to avoid a loss, the peasants were led 
to smuggle the dark tobacco in with their new crop 
when they sent it to market. Export agents baled the 
dark with the light and shipped it on to Egypt, fearing 
all the while that accusations of fraud would result. 
On the contrary, Consumers found the dark tobacco 
enjoyable, and the word came back from Egypt “send 
us more of the dark: all vou have 

Latakia’s merchants, landowners. and 
convinced that smoking is the factor that de 
the quality of their tobacco \s a result there is pri 
ticalls rit 


Interest in seed, plant, or soil selection 


The smoking process, which is carried on in such smokehouses as these, gives Latakia its distinctive flavor. 
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Nor is there Conscious experimentation in methods of 
cultivation and fertilization. 

Until shortly after World War I the smoking was 
done in the peasant’s home. Older men remember 
that the smoke was so dense that they always had to 
lie on the floor. Under the stimulus of rapidly in- 
creasing demand, special smokehouses were built 
They were constructed of stone in the same fashion 
as the peasants’ homes, but the tobacco was handled 
differently Instead of 1 or 2 rows of tobacco hung 
under the ceiling, smokehouses could be filled com- 
pletely by racks that held 10 to 12 strands of tobacco 
one above the other. In addition, it was possible to 
speed the smoking process, and, instead of slow even 
smoking throughout the winter, fuel. time, and effort 
could be saved by building several small fires in a 
smokehouse and burning them only 30 or 40 days. 
Then, too, as larger amounts of tobacco were han- 
dled. it had to be sun cured, instead of dried during 
the fall while hanging in the houses Perhaps the 
most adverse effect of these changes was the gradual 
exhaustion of the better wood for the smudge fires 

Branches of a variety of scrub oak, known in Arabic 
as Azur, are considered the best of all fuels for smoking 
Latakia tobacco Through the’ vears, Latakia’s 
forests have steadily been depleted, and this oak is 
today found only in government-protected areas and 
in high, relatively inaccessible parts of the Alaouite 
Mountains. Second preference goes to pine branches, 
which are more plentiful, but these also are being used 
so rapidly that unless reforestation and protection 
practices are instituted large areas will be completely 
stripped in a few years, and the use of ordinary bush, 
even now resorted to in large measure, will become 
increasingly frequent. Experts have no difficulty in 
distinguishing oak-, pine-, or bush-smoked tobacco, 
and the price differential is considerable. 

Since the expansion of Latakia acreage after World 
War I. 


have undergone considerable evolution 


growing, pricing, and marketing procedures 
At one time, 
practically all Latakia tobacco was grown in the 


Alaouite 


mountain land to handle the demand, approximately 


Mountains loday. with not enough good 


percent is grown in the coastal areas of Latakia 
and transported to mountain smokehouses. 

When the crop was grown entirely in the moun- 
tains, it was customary tor tohacco exporters to go up 


to the villages early in the spring and negotiate with 


Mr. Hinton is Third Secretary and Vice Consul, American 
Legation, Damascus, Syria. 
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Latakia, yellow when picked, turns black when smoke cured. 


the Alaouite chiefs as to the price for their tribes’ pro- 
duction. Payment was in gold per “piece.” a piece 
being 62 strings or a normal donkey load. Bargaining 
frequently took days 

In recent years there have been three principal 
ways in which Latakia reached the export market 
(1 Large landowners grow thei own tobacco on 
what are practically feudal estates and either smoke 
the tobacco themselves in mountain villages they own 
or contract with villagers to smoke it for them 2 
Tenant farmers or small landowners in the plain grow 
the tobacco and sell it green to wealthy merchants 
who then arrange for the smoking This tobacco is 
grown under a system of advances, running normally 
from 40 percent to 80 percent of the crop value 3 
Villages grow, smoke, and market their own tobacco, 


much as of old, except that they go to the exporters 


rather than the exporters to them. 


e Foreign 


eading 


Varket tes 

FFO-16-48. 5 pp 
Otlice of Foreign Agricultural Relations, Washington, 
D. ¢ October 11, 1948 
Howard A. Akers on the oilseed trade and crushing 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Denmark, and France. (Mr. Akers has made a study 


in Europe and Africa of foreign market outlets for 


Agri- 


Issued by the 


Foreign 
culture Circular 
Preliminary 


report by 


situation in’ England, 


and competition with United States fats and oils under 


the provisions of the Research and Marketing Act 
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Rural Mexico, by Nathan L 


word by Manuel Gamio (Instituto Indigenista Inter- 


Whetten. with a fore- 


americano). 671 . illus., University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, 


he foremost impression the 
reader gets from this book is that the author ts i 


* 
timately and extensively acquainted with Mexico and 
the literature about Mexico. He knows the country 
ind the peopl well enough not only to give an ob- 
jective picture of their characteristics and problems 
but also to suggest ways and means of developing 


programs to raise the standards and levels of living 


| he book is broad enough in scope to be of interest 

to people in many different fields. Part Lis devoted to 
an excellent discussion of geographical environment 
and the growth, distribution, and composition of the 
population Dr. Whetten places a vreatl deal ol im- 
portance on the relation ol geographical factors to 
| 


the economic and ¢ ultural deve lopment ol the people 


Part II deals with the relation the 


the land this section the 


people 

Ciscusses 

Various \] land tent 

chapters to the px riod pri 

remainder to the numerous aspect 

agrarian reforms resulting from the 
Part III deals with the 

of the rural people 

rural and urban 

touched upon 

mortality, and India 

living nis section 1 I i inter [ » sociolo- 

gists, home economist in | and nutritionists 


in particular il gv) Considerable 


emphasis is placed the ult i] condition of the 
poco le, In respect tterial con- 
sumption and he consequent 
need of education t hange nc] patterns ind 
practices 
Part IN’ deals with social institutions an 

ol particular interest to sociologists and anthropolo- 
ISIS It discusses an analvzes the family, the school, 
INIssiONs, Church, the Sinarquista mcove- 
the Governmer 


in the words of the author, ‘‘attempts to 
summarize a few of the major accomplishments of the 
Revolution and to restate some of the problems which 
retnain to be solved before the avowed ‘ideals of the 
Re volution’ Cal ly said to h: ve been ac hic ved 

The book will be helpful to anyone carrying on a 
program requiring a knowledge of the Mexican people 
and their p oblems, or those of any groups similar to 


the Mexicans 


to all re il s udents ol NM xIco and its people. 


1 


The scholarl presentation will appeal 


46 


INTERNATIONAL 


Agricultural 


News 


New Machine Cracks Babasst Nuts 


The Babassa is a hard nut to crack 


Lherefore it 


must come as good news to Latin American producers 


of this important oil-yielding product that a new 


machine promises to the job fast and well I he 


mechanized nutcracker, recently demonstrated 


Brazil, will do the work of Furthermore 


will turn out 80 percent whole kernels, as compared 


with only 20 percent whole kernels when the nuts are 


cracked by hand It is very unportant that kernels be 


whole because produc Ing areas are tar trom processing 


| 
plants and damaged kernels deteriorate rapidly lhe 


cost of cracking the husks bv machine is $300 a ton 


The kernels of Babasst nuts contain 60 to 70 percent 


| 


vegetalle ‘ il Lhe oul has been exported trom 41 izil 


for many vears and ts already known on world markets, 


despite the crude methods my hict t has Deen 


Available = statisti } that fror 


pre auced 


193 ) izil produced an ay 16,000 tons 


Vcal 


Lhe Babi i palm, native to Brazil 


TrOWS OVC! 


of the country and is part ularly abundar 


part of interior where temperatures and raintall 


are fairly uniform The Babasst nut is one of the few 
cash crops on which rural dwellers in these areas can 
relv for the articles they must buy 

The Babassti resembles a small coconut * oil is 
contained in kernels shaped somewhat like 


} 


sCoTMENLts which are elu 1 


vedded in the husk and dithi- 
cult to extract Under the customary hand method, 


the nuts are husked by holding them firmly on the 


blade of a machete or hatchet and beating them with 


heavy sticks until they crack. Since it is impossible to 
estimate just where the nuts are in the husk, n 


broken or ¢ rushe d 


Rinderpest Control Meetings 

FAO plans to hold a conference in the Far East 
this year to discuss the control of rinderpest in that 
area 

Rinde rpest is a highly infectious disease of cattle, 
and less often of sheep and goats. It is not found in 
the Western Hemisphere and is no longer prevalent in 
and the Far 


East itis not fully under ( ontrol and causes tremendous 


Europe, but in Africa, the Soviet Union 
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losses —at least 2 million cattle a year. It is particu- 
larly serious in China where cattle provide most of 
the farm power. About 50 years ago the disease 
destroyed 97 percent of the cattle in areas of southern 


Africa 


disease is still serious in certain areas of the continent. 


Control measures are going forward, but the 


Late in 1948. two international conferences were 
held in Africa to discuss the control of the disease. 
Ihe first, the African Rinderpest Conference, was held 
in October under the joint sponsorship of Great 
Britain, France, and Belgium to launch a campaign 
for the total eradication of the disease from Africa and 
to establish a framework for control on the continent. 
| his conference rec ommended the establishment ol an 
Mrican Rinderpest Organization to disseminate in- 
formation and to supervise production and distribu- 
tion ol standardized biologi als al the lowest possible 
cost to participating governments It also advocated 


additional research work, universal compulsory 


immunization of cattle, and international game control. 
The second conterence, ilso held in Ck tober. Was 


under the auspices of the I \O 


involved in rinderpest control were discussed, including 


Scientific problems 


techniques, cost of produc ing vaccines, their kee ping 
qualities, reactions in vaccinated livestock, and other 
aspects of new control vaccines The conference 
reported that goat virus, lapinized virus, and avianized 
virus vaccines had been used successfully but that 


further work needs to be done on all of them 


Former U. S. Citizen Promotes 
Growth of Corn in the Netherlands 


The growing interest in corn production among 
attributable in 
Bennink, a former 
Upiad States citizen who is now owner of *t Ameri- 
kaansche Maishuis (the American Corn House) of 
Apeldoorn, the Netherlands. Mh 


that increased production of corn in northern Europe, 


Netherlands farmers is said to be 


large measure to Herman \. 


Bennink believes 


where it is relatively insignificant in Comparison with 
the total grain crop, would greatly benefit that area 
He views his own promotional activities as a personal 
crusade 

[ypical of his efforts to encourage the growing of 
more corn in the Netherlands was his demonstration 
at ‘t Amerikaansche Maishuis in October 1948 of 
The sc 


machines represented the only such equipment in the 


three American corn-harvesting machines 
Netherlands. All were lent for exhibition by the 
Netherlands representatives of the American manu- 
facturers 


\pproximately 200 obviously impressed farmers 
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attended. For most of them it was a new experience 
to see such machines in action 
The increased interest among Netherlands farmers 
in corn as a grain is evidenced by the fact that from 
1939 to 1947 there was a 24-percent increase in the 
total area planted to corn. Conversely, during these 
same vears the area devoted to grains (principally 
wheat, rve, and oats) decreased 
Mr. Bennink began experimenting with American 
dent corn in the Netherlands 10 years ago. He 
tlarly grows a small quantity ol sweet corn, but 


} } 


he has never been able to bring about its general 


production in a sphere of the world where corn is 
almost universally considered undesirable for human 
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New Coconut Oil Process 
Discovered in Philippines 


Phe discovery by two chemists in the Philippines of 
a method whereby coconut oil can be extracted direct 
Irom fresh coconut meat Is expected to be ol vreat 
value to the coconut industry The two chemical 
engineers who invented the process, Pablo Robledano 
and Eduardo R. de Luzuriaga. claim that their process 
will produce coconut oil that is superior in quality, 
crystalline white, odorless, and free from rancidity 
Previous to the discovery the practice has been first 
to produce copra from coconuts and then to extract 
the oil from the copra 

The R-I 


traction of milk from the fresh meat, then saline 


process is said to be Direct ex- 


simple 
treatment, aging, chilling, then heating through a 


series of mechanical processes -and then oil i 


series lasting about 24 hours 

The inventors sav that the R-L process vields 
higher percentage of oil from the coconut meat In 
extracting oil from copra, some 10 to 18 percent of 
the oil content is lost; in the direct extraction process, 
only 4 percent Is said to be lost 

Feed byproducts (such as meal and cake) obtained 
in copra processing are good only for animals. The 
inventors declare, however, that the byproducts ob- 
tained through their extraction method can be utilized 
as excellent human protein food 

It is said that the most ideal location for any plant 


using the R-L 


where there would be 


process would be near the seashore. 
an unlimited supply of salt 
water, most important in this process 

[Che commercial plans of Robledano and Luzuriaga 
have not been announced, but it is believed that the 
inventors will be disposed to grant produc tion licenses 


to any group of coconut producers 
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